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Rationale

Antibiotic stewardship programs promote appropriate antibiotic prescribing practices and play a critical role in
reducing antibiotic resistance.23 These new and revised requirements expand upon The Joint Commission’s existing
antibiotic stewardship requirements for hospitals and critical access hospitals and identify several key components
that a successful program should have in place. For example, dedicating the resources necessary to support the
antibiotic stewardship program is essential to demonstrate the hospital leadership’s commitment to antibiotic
stewardship as a patient safety priority.24 Identifying
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